on the following fact. The Julian date (30 January 9 BC), proposed by the authors in arXiv [1] , cannot definitely be the historical 30 January 9 BC of the Julian Calendar.
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Here we comment the results proposed in a preprint published in arXiv [1] . The preprint is entitled "Dating the foundation of Augusta Taurinorum ex sole. The augustean propaganda and the role of Astronomy". In this preprint, written by S.
Caranzano and M. Crosta, the authors tell that their joint study of astronomy and archaeology allowed them to define the foundation date of the city of Turin as the Roman colony Iulia Augusta Taurinorum.
The abstract stresses that the multidisciplinary research, proposed in [1] , represents "a new reading of the historical-archaeological sources and the use of astronomy according to the Etruscan-Latin gromatica". Actually, the authors are referring to a ritual of Etruscan origin, mentioned by some Gromatici Veteres [2] , and reported by some scholars (see for instance [3, 4] ). During this ritual, the founder of a Roman colony was orienting the centuriation, that is, the local land subdivision, according to the direction of the sunrise. In particular, the main axis of the centuriation, the Decumanus Maximus, was determined to have the same direction of the rising sun. After the determination of the Decumanus, a perpendicular line, the Cardo, and a series of parallel and perpendicular lines were used to subdivide the land. In [1] , it is claimed a new reading of this ritual. However, the method of using astronomical data to find the day of the foundation, according to this ritual, had been already proposed in [5, 6] .
To determine the date of the foundation, the authors in [1] used the "apparent motion of a True Sun, the possible measurement errors, the atmospheric refraction and the elevation of the horizon, and the Julian date in use in astronomy". A numerical program was used to "define the coincidences of the calendars between the azimuth of the main road axis and the course of the sun". According to the used data, the authors claimed the following days as suitable for the foundation:
30 January and the interval 11, 12 and 13 November. In [5, 6] , I proposed the days about 30 January and 10 November, stressing that it is necessary to consider the natural horizon. Of course, method can be improved.
As discussed in [6] , we can suppose the existence of a link between the foundation of a colony and some Roman festivals [7] , and try to find the festival close to the possible day of the foundation. In [1] , the authors use the same approach. For what concerns the historical date of 30 January, that of the festival of the Peace, year 9 BC, it has to correspond to 2 or 3 of February 9 BC (Julian date).
The difference, that is 2 or 3 of February, is because some scholars are supposing the Julian Calendar as starting on the new moon of January 45 BC, others the day before. In any case, the coincidence of the Julian date and historical date mentioned in [1] is impossible. The difference is large.
As a conclusion, the Julian date (30 January 9 BC), proposed by the authors in arXiv [1] , cannot definitely be the historical 30 January 9 BC of the Julian Calendar. The coincidence does not exists. The conclusion in [1] , that Augusta Taurinorum was founded on 30 January 9 BC, is wrong. 
